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Lessons from Operating UTVs in Tall Grass

by
Jesse Holguin, 3404 Engine Captain
Las Cruces District, Bureau of Land Management
New Mexico

Narrative

Our Red Rio Prescribed Fire unit consisted of tall grass, brush and
sparce juniper.

While traveling through the unit in the UTV, | had to drive over tall
grass and brush. There were three of us in the UTV on this patrol,
and we were not aware that some of the vegetation had become
wedged between the UTV’s bed and cab.

As | continued driving and patrolling the fire’s edge, this wedged
vegetation caught fire and melted a corner of the UTV’s bed.

| smelled the melting plastic and quickly stopped the UTV.

| was able to remove the gear and lift the bed. Once the bed was
lifted, it took very little effort to extinguish the melting plastic.
Besides the damage to the plastic on the bed, the UTV is fully
operational.

Lessons

R/

“* When driving UTVs in tall fuels, periodically check the
vehicle for vegetation.

“* A success regarding this incident is that we were able to
safely and quickly extinguish the melting UTV.
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< Moving forward, we will constantly check the UTV for
vegetation when driving over tall grass and brush.
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Remember to Also Check for Vegetation Accumulation
Under Your UTV’s Floorboards

Besides vegetation accumulating between the UTV’s bed and cab as occurred
in this incident, vegetation can likewise accumulate under the UTV’s
floorboards—and eventually ignite.

The links to three of these floorboard fire incidents—and their lessons—are
listed below.

As highlighted in the aftermath of this recent Red Rio Prescribed Fire UTV fire
incident, the key lesson is to be checking your UTVs for vegetation
accumulation everywhere.

«» Burn Unit 217 UTV Floorboard Fire RLS (2020)
https://lessons.wildfire.gov/incident/burn-unit-217-utv-
fire-2020

“» Moose Creek Rx UTV Floorboard Fire RLS (2017)

https://lessons.wildfire.gov/incident/moose-creek-rx-utv- Photos show the UTV fire from the 2020

floorboard-fire-2017 “Burn Unit UTV Floorboard Fire RLS”—

caused by vegetation accumulating and
igniting under the UTV’s floorboards.

“»  Wichita Mountain NWR Polaris Flammable Debris RLS (2014)
https://lessons.wildfire.gov/incident/wichita-mountain-nwr-
polaris-flammable-debris-2014

Do you have a Rapid Lesson to share?
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildfirelessons.net%2Fviewdocument%2Fburn-unit-217-utv-fire-rls-2020&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e5e6d8afcb6445d525e08da11a3444e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637841690163231306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LuciIT%2FgvR032Gmpv3HsrAf22pg8t1fYU1ex29dceLs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildfirelessons.net%2Fviewdocument%2Fburn-unit-217-utv-fire-rls-2020&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e5e6d8afcb6445d525e08da11a3444e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637841690163231306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LuciIT%2FgvR032Gmpv3HsrAf22pg8t1fYU1ex29dceLs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildfirelessons.net%2Fviewdocument%2Futv-floorboard-fire-2017&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e5e6d8afcb6445d525e08da11a3444e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637841690163231306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iwDy896hNmBB9kwKBvfOW%2FqtT5%2BVHjT%2FxYvdEay%2FZLI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildfirelessons.net%2Fviewdocument%2Futv-floorboard-fire-2017&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e5e6d8afcb6445d525e08da11a3444e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637841690163231306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iwDy896hNmBB9kwKBvfOW%2FqtT5%2BVHjT%2FxYvdEay%2FZLI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildfirelessons.net%2Fviewdocument%2Fpolaris-flammable-debris-2014&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e5e6d8afcb6445d525e08da11a3444e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637841690163387488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bmgw86zd2Dj9TTckaRKPsPwDz4Yu%2BGSoKyj5TBldHzA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildfirelessons.net%2Fviewdocument%2Fpolaris-flammable-debris-2014&data=04%7C01%7C%7C6e5e6d8afcb6445d525e08da11a3444e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637841690163387488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bmgw86zd2Dj9TTckaRKPsPwDz4Yu%2BGSoKyj5TBldHzA%3D&reserved=0
https://lessons.wildfire.gov/submit-a-lesson
https://lessons.wildfire.gov/incident/burn-unit-217-utv-fire-2020
https://lessons.wildfire.gov/incident/moose-creek-rx-utv-floorboard-fire-2017
https://lessons.wildfire.gov/incident/wichita-mountain-nwr-polaris-flammable-debris-2014
https://lessons.wildfire.gov/submit-a-lesson



